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Chew toys can help
curb pup’s mischief
Q. Dear Marie, We have an 8month-old female Labrador
retriever. In the last two
weeks she is emptying her
water no matter what we put
it in. We were using a large
bucket
from Home
Depot with
no problems. She
tore it up
into pieces
so my husband purMARIE
chased a
HULETT
medium
ANIMAL FILES
size aluminum tub.
She jumped in, played, spilled
all the water and carried it
around in her mouth by the
handle. I purchased an aluminum bucket. She did the
same thing. We don’t have a
water faucet in the part of
the yard she is in that works
so we can’t use whatever it is
that attaches to the faucet.
Holly is large, weighs
about 75 pounds. Any ideas?
Right now we just take water
out every hour or so and offer it but soon we will be
back to work and gone three
or more hours at a time.
One other problem we are
having is that she at times
will wrap her legs around either my husband’s, my
daughter’s or my leg and
“hump” us and will bite when
she does this. We were told
this is the way she is trying
to show her dominance. What
can we do to stop this behavior?
In every other way she is a
great dog. We take her for
walks daily or to a dog park
daily. We give her a lot of attention and love and she
sleeps in her kennel in our
bedroom at night. She also
took a six-week obedience
class.

Thank you, Jan
PS: I am 63, and my husband is 69, so we don’t have
as much energy as younger
people.
A. Dear Jan,
At 8 months old, your
dog is just a big puppy.
She needs a lot of safe toys
to chew and keep her mentally engaged. There are
some wonderful balls that
can be stuffed with
healthy, yummy treats,
and this is just the type of
toy to keep her from getting bored, while also allowing her to chew on
something more appropriate than her water bucket.
KONG makes some great,
interactive chew toys.
But there are many others that are available at
pet supply stores. Just
make sure you get a highquality product that won’t
break apart easily or
cause injuries.
As a Lab, your girl is a
water dog, and with the
recent heat we’ve been
having, it’s understandable that she is incorporating her water bucket into her playtime.
Right now, a lot of
stores are selling their
summer products at
greatly discounted prices
because it is the end of the
season. I would definitely
purchase the biggest, plastic kiddie pool you can find
so that she can splash and
sit in it. She will absolutely
love the pool and will
spend less time thinking
her bucket is anything special. Even a big, strong dog
can’t drag around a large
pool filled with water, unless she is from Krypton.
I know your dog is sectioned off away from your
faucet. Still, if it is pos-

sible, allow her access, or
extend your plumbing into
the part of the yard where
she stays and install a lickspigot. This product is activated when a dog licks it,
and thus, she will always
have fresh water and you
won’t even need to use a
bucket or bowl.
To address the humping
behavior very quickly – indeed this is a demonstration of dominance and
must be corrected immediately, especially since
she is also biting.
One of the quickest
methods for correcting
this behavior is to use an
air horn. I would suggest
keeping one on your belt
or in your pocket – and
use it the moment she
starts to grab your legs.
Follow it up with a loud,
“No!” And then put her in
a crate for five minutes,
without any attention
whatsoever. Labs are
smart dogs so she will get
the message very quickly.
If you have friends who
are willing to come over
and help with this training, that would be great
because demonstrating
that nonfamily members
are also off-limits for this
type of behavior is very
important.
Remember, dogs just
need to know the rules
and with consistency, love
and patience, your puppy
will grow up to be a wellmannered and trustworthy member of the family.
You can read more
of Marie Hulett’s columns
at ocregister.com /pettales.
C O N TA C T T H E W R I T E R :

jefari@fea.net.

Meet and Greet Shelter Dogs
from the
“Prison Pup” Program
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Training tames cat’s itch to scratch
Cats have claws and
scratching is a normal behavior. Cats scratch to
sharpen and clean their
claws and to stretch, but
they also scratch to leave
their scent
on things.
If you go
to the zoo
or watch lions and tigers on nature
shows, you
ELAINE
will see the
WEXLERbig
cats
MITCHELL
engage in
THE CAT DOC
scratching
behavior
similar to that of our pet
cats. Instinct tells a cat to
scratch, but training allows
you to control where the
scratching occurs in your
home.
Yes, people, you can train
your cat.
Many owners tell me
their cat scratches the sofa,
and when I ask if they have
a scratching post somewhere in the house, they
sometimes say no.
Other owners tell me
they have a scratching post,
but when I ask if they
trained their cat to use it,
they often say, again, no.
Cats are smart, but they are
not smart enough to know
the difference between the
arm of your sofa and a
scratching post, unless you
help them.
Getting a kitten to
scratch in an appropriate
spot is easy. You need to
make it part of the daily
routine of play and interaction. It is a good idea when
you first get up in the morning to take your kitten to the
scratching post, put his feet
up on it, and help him
scratch. You can also dangle toys on strings close to
the post to stimulate the
kitten to jump up and grab
the post and toy. This play
can occur several times
during the day.
Scratching posts are
made from three main materials: carpet, cardboard,
and rope (sisal). Some cats
have preferences for different materials, so if your cat
is not interested in the post
type that you have, try another kind.
If your cat likes to
scratch a horizontal surface, the cardboard type of
post that lays flat on the
ground may be best. The
cardboard posts often contain catnip, or catnip can be
sprinkled
or
sprayed
around the other types of
posts. Catnip works as an
attractant for most cats
over the age of six months.

JANET WINIKOFF, HUMANE SOCIETY OF VERO BEACH

Use toys to attract a kitten to a scratching post, such as
a fluffy ball attached to a spring.

Kittens are not stimulated
by catnip, and catnip attraction is actually a genetic trait.
Put the scratching post
in an area where your cat
likes to hang out. If the post
is inconveniently placed,
your cat is not going to
search the house for it and
will use other materials
when he or she wants to
stretch or scratch.
If your cat begins to
scratch something inappropriate, squirt him with water or clap your hands loudly to get his attention and
stop the behavior. If your
cat has already been
scratching something you
don’t want him too, try placing a scratching post right
next to this spot and begin a
transition to the post. If the
cat starts using the post,
then you can SLOWLY
(over several weeks) move
the post a few feet at a time
to a better location.
To keep a cat from
scratching carpet or furniture in the house, there are
several items that can help.
I have not seen repellent
sprays work very well, but I
have seen Feliway Spray to
be effective. This pheromone spray was originally
designed to prevent urine
marking, but seems to work
very well to keep cats from
scratching things. Sticky
Paws is wide double sided
tape that can be placed on
items you don’t want
scratched. Cats hate it
when their feet stick to
things and this will negatively reinforce scratching behavior.

Soft Paws, vinyl nail caps,
are another solution to prevent damage by a cat that
likes to scratch things.
These nail caps are glued
onto your cat’s trimmed
toenails and make the nails
soft and smooth at the tips.
Nail caps need to be reapplied every 4-6 weeks or
sooner if you cat likes to
chew them off.
If your cat has damaged a
sofa or other piece of furniture that you want to replace, consider making a
scratching post out of the
item. By doing this, you
know that your cat is already attracted to the material and will want to
scratch it. You might need
to confine your cat in a
room with the scratching
post and let him establish a
habit before giving him the
opportunity to scratch a
new item.
Some cats will scratch
things out of boredom. If
you have a cat like this, he
may scratch to get your attention, even if it is negative
attention. Take this as a
warning and play with him
and find other outlets to
stimulate him.
Don’t give up on training
your cat to scratch appropriate items. Make sure
that he has a scratching
post made out of a material
he likes to scratch and it is
placed in an area he can
easily get too. Your cat
needs to scratch, so help
him out.
Dr. Wexler-Mitchell owns
The Cat Care Clinic in
Orange: www.catcare.com

A D O P T A P E T: H O M E L E S S A N I M A L S
LOOKING FOR A NEW LEASH ON LIFE

To learn more about “Another Chance for Love”
and how to adopt one of these special dogs,
please contact ACFL09@yahoo.com or call
(714) 505-9235
“Spanky”
Age: 2 years
Sex: Neutered Male
Breed: Terrier Mix

“Dodger”
Age: 1 year
Sex: Neutered Male
Breed: Flat Coat
Retriever Mix

“Sunny”
Age: 6 years
Sex: Spayed Female
Breed: Collie

“Taffy”
Age: 2 years
Sex: Neutered Male
Breed: Cocker Spaniel

This program is a cooperative partnership between OC Animal Care, Another Chance for Love and youth correctional facilities. The goal of this
partnership is to improve the lives of at-risk youth and shelter dogs. The
dogs in this program are potty and crate trained, and have learned their
basic manners and obedience skills from a select group of juvenile offenders. In return, the dogs teach the at-risk youth responsibility, respect and
the rewards of unconditional love. All the dogs are vaccinated, spayed
or neutered, and microchipped prior to adoption. If you
would like an adoption application for one of these dogs,
and attend a “Meet & Greet” on September 26th, please
contact ACFL09@yahoo.com or call (714) 505-9235.
OC Animal Care

To place an obituary,
contact us at

714·796·4973
■

or visit
ocregister.com/obituaries

Tiger Lily

Celeste

Tabby cat
Tiger Lily and
longhaired Celeste
These girls love
to be the center
of attention.
Breed: brown tabby (Tiger Lily), domestic longhair
(Celeste)
Age: 2 years (Tiger Lily),
5 years (Celeste)
Sex: spayed females
Celeste and Tiger Lily’s
story: Tiger Lily and Celeste love attention. Tiger Lily
likes to be the center of attention. Celeste was rescued from death row and

loves to sit in your lap and
be brushed. Each of these
girls would prefer to be the
only cat in the home.
Adoption fee: $135 each,
includes testing for feline
leukemia and feline immunodeficiency virus (all negative), microchips, vaccinations, flea and worm treatment
Adoption procedure: Contact Second Chance Pet
Adoptions at 714-448-9079
or 714-328-8538. See animals in need of a home online at www.secondchancepet
adoptions.org.

